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.- By .fal/J$W  DO^^ ' .: , . .. . . . . . . 1. 

- - SUBJECT: "S t r aws  i n  t h e  Wind" - Changes i n  T u n i s i a n  
P o l i c y  -. INFORhIATION MEMORANDLlbI . . 

T' 
F o r e i g n  <??! 

I--- 
S i n c e  Masmoudi 's  a s sumpt ion  of  t h e  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  \ 

p o r t f o l i o  i n  J u n e ,  T u n i s i a  h a s  moved q u i t e  q u i c k l y  t o  
x e a s s e r t  i t s  n o n - a l i g n e d  s t a n d i n g  and hamlon ize  i t s  
f o r e i g n  po l - i cy  w i t h  p r e v a i l i n g  Arab and " t h i r d  w o r l d "  
a t t i t u d e s ,  f rom which it h a s  k e p t  i t s  d i s t a n c e  o v e r  I 

-L I - 
much o f  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e .  \ 

--.. 
We n e e d - n o t  r e g a r d .  t h e  change  a s  i n e v i t a b l - y  u n f a v o r -  2 -., 

able t o  u s .  Normal iza t i .on  o f  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Arab and 
T h i r d  World n a t i o n s  c o u l d  r e d u c e  T u n i s i a ' s  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  - 

. and --- c o n v e r s e l y  -- o u r  need .  t o  u n d e r w r i t e  many o f  
.. .. . - T u n i s i a ' s  needs  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  it h a s  i s o l a t e d  i t s e l f  

. -  . . .  '. f rom so many of i t s  n e i g h b o r s  and  p e e r s .  
. 

-- With t h e  R a d i c a l  Arabs .  The T u n i s i a n s  have  - --- 
pushed f o r  a  d e t e n t e  w i t h  t h e  r a d i c a l  Arabs .  Improved 
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  L ibyans  have  been  t h e  p e r s o n a l  conce rn  
of Prime ~ i n i s c e r  Laclgham and t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r .  
D i p l o m a t i c  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  UAR have  been  r e e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  

. . 'Ambassador ia l  l e v e l  and  p l a n s  a r e  underway t o  s e n d  a  
c h a r g &  t o  Baghdad. 

. . . . 
. . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . -- With t h e  T h i r d  World. Masmoudi h a s  d c c l - a r e d  h i s  
. .  . . . . .  r e a d i n e s s  t o  . a t t e n d  t h e  Lusaka c o n f e r e n c e  and h i s  - .  

. . .  . . P n t e n t i o n  t o  t a k e  a n  a c t i v e  s t a n d  on n o n - a l i g n e d ,  par- ' - .  . . ' t i c u l . a r l y  A f r i c a n  l i b e r a t i o n  i s s u e s .  

. -  . -- With t h e  Communist Wor1.d. I n  'a r e c e n t  conver -  --- 
. . s a t i o r l  w i t h  Ambassador Ca lhoun ,  t h e  Forei .gn h I i n i s t e r  r epo r t cc l  
. , . . ,  his m e e t i n g  w i t h  a Nor th  Korean d e l e g a t i o n .  Whi le  h e  g a v e  

. . 
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n o  si.gn o f  T u n i s i a n  . i n t e r e s t  i n  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Nor th  . . 
1 . . .  Korea ,  h e  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  gove rnmen t ' s  i n t e r e s t ' i n  > .  4 ...... . . . .  

r e c o g n i z i n g  Nor th  Vietnam,  ( i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  S a i g o n  
. . 

g o v e r n n e n t  x h i c h  T u n i s i a  a l . ready r e c o g n i z e s )  and E a s t  
. . .  Germany b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  made by t h e  FRG w i t h  

, . 

t h e  S o v i e t  Union and t h e  E a s t  Germans. I n a d d i t i o n ,  w e  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  GOT h a s  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  S o v i e t  c u I . t u r a 1  
m i s s i o n  i n  T u n i s  t o  make f u l l  d i s t r i b u t i o r i .  of  S o v i e t  t 

t n f o r m a t i o n  and propaganda .  

It is  n o t  e n t i r e l y  clear w h e t h e r  t h e  GOT r e a l l y  . L 

p l a n s  t o  move t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  GDR and  t h e  DRV, or , . 
. . 

w h e t h e r  Masmoudi i s  p r o b i n g  folf-, a  U S  r e a c t i o n .  A c l e a r  . . 
, 

s t a t e m e n t  o f  West German and American i n t e r e s t s  c o u l d  . - 
, . 

s u f f i c e  t o  c o o l  EIasmoudi's a r d o r .  We have  askecl i 
, . : 

Ambassador Calhoun t o  d i s c o u r a g e '  T u n i s i a n  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  I 

N o r t h  Vietnam and  E a s c  Germany. 
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